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The Community Network

Workshops, Training and Events
Pre-registration is required for all workshops, training and events
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The Community Network is funded through grants from the Massachusetts Department of 


Early Education and Care and the Federal Government. The Community Network is 



managed by the Division of Community Resources at Community Teamwork Inc.
Community Teamwork Inc. is a non-profit community action agency serving the people of Greater Lowell, the Merrimack Valley and elsewhere in Essex Counties. CTI administers a wide range of programs and services designed to help families become self-sufficient
Community Teamwork, Inc. administrative offices are located:

167 Dutton Street

Lowell, MA 01852

978-459-0551

www.comteam.org
    Lowell Public Schools

in collaboration with

Community Teamwork, Inc
and sponsored by




Host an Evening of
Family Finance Solutions
Date: 

Tuesday, September 29, 2009



Time: 

6:00 – 7:00 PM

Location:  
Stoklosa Middle School, 

                     560 Broadway St. Lowell, MA

Please join us at this Family Finance Solution event to learn more about managing your family finances. You will have the opportunity to attend one of the six (6) informative workshops listed below.   To register and attend one of these workshops, call Gladys Santiago at Community Teamwork, Inc. @ 978-654-5080 ext 11.

1. How to Survive These Difficult Financial Times –English or Khmer

2. Credit Cards: The Good, The Bad, The Ugly- English and Spanish

3. Understanding Your Credit Report[image: image1]
4. Steps Toward Homeownership

5. Protecting Yourself from Identity Theft and Fraud

By attending and completing an evaluation form, you will receive a $25.00 gift card from Community Teamwork, Inc. for a local grocery store. [one gift card per household will be mailed to you]
Division of


Community Resources





The Community Network


169 Merrimack Street


Lowell, MA. 01852


Phone: 978-654-5080	Fax: 978-970-1965


www.comteam.org





Christina Santos-Gordon, Community Network Director


			          Extension 23





Gail Fortes, Community Network Program Coordinator


                                                                                         Extension 24





Gladys Santiago, Community Network Administrative Assistant  


                                                                                Extension 11


	        Wendy Keen, Education Coordinator


                               		                Extension 13

















Playgroup Information


The Community Network collaborates with three playgroup programs in the area. If you are interested in learning more about how to become connected to one of these playgroups, please call Gladys at 978-654-5080 ext. 23





	Project BEAM 			Thom Anne Sullivan Center 		             The Family Connection 


	35 River Street Billerica		126 Phoenix Avenue Lowell		             Pawtucket Blvd. Lowell	





Sensory Integration Disorder Training





This training is approved for .5 CEU hours





This training will provide attendees with an overview of sensory integration disorder/sensory processing dysfunction (SPD) and how it impacts the way one teaches young children.  Students will review each sensory area and how it operates, and become educated on modes of identifying the 3 behavior areas of SPD.  Through hands-on activities teachers will learn how to adapt their curriculum to address the sensory needs of their young SMD students; thereby, enriching the environment and experiences of all their children and decrease the instances of negative classroom behavior caused by a child’s need for strong sensory input.





Date:	    Saturday October 24, 2009


Presenter:   Julie Brown-Dalbec, MAOM, Lic.Ac., OTR/L


Time:	    9:00 a.m. to 2:45 p.m.


Location:    CTI James Houlares Early Learning Center 


	    126 Phoenix Ave., Lowell


Fee:	    $25.00 per person





Lunch:	    Please bring a Brown Bag Lunch/ soda machine 


                  on site OR  Fast food restaurants are nearby–(


                  (allow 45 minutes for lunch)


Class Size  25 participants





To Register and or for questions:  


Call Gail at 978-654-5080 ext. 24


 


A Pajama Jam:


It’s a Pajama Jam With Bernadette Baird!





Oh what fun...learning new songs and dancing to the beat with your child!  And when it is over, everyone is tired and ready for a bed.





Date: October 19, 2009			


Time: 6:30 p.m.  





Location: The Billerica Library– call to register: 978671-0948














Multiple Chemical Sensitivity aka Environmental Illness.


It Could Be You!


Learn about this growing, but not often recognized health problem.  More and more Americans (including children) are developing a chronic health condition called multiple chemical sensitivity (MCS). MCS involves adverse reactions to common products like perfume, tobacco smoke, paint, natural gas and everyday products used in homes and childcare programs. The illness can be debilitating, even life-threatening. It is also preventable.  The presentation includes a talk by an individual who lives with MCS, a question and answer period, and handouts that further explain the illness and what you can do to make your environments more chemically safe.


Date:	    Tuesday, October 27, 2009


Presenter:   Rosemary Deweese, Boston Self Help Center


Time:	    6:30-8:00 PM


Location:    CTI James Houlares Early Learning Center 


	    126 Phoenix Ave., Lowell


To Register:   Call Gail at 978-654-5080 ext. 24





Sensory Integration Disorder


Workshop is appropriate for parents and teachers





This training will provide an overview of sensory integration disorder/sensory processing dysfunction (SPD) and how it impacts how young children learn and their behavior.  Attendees will learn about each sensory area, how it operates and become familiar with the 3 behavior areas of SPD.  They will learn how to “feel” the world through their SPD child’s senses in order to address the child’s sensory needs; thereby, enriching the home and school environments and decreasing the instances of negative behavior caused by the child’s need for strong sensory input.





Date:	    Thursday, October 22, 2009


Presenter:   Julie Brown-Dalbec, MAOM, Lic.Ac., OTR/L


Time:	    6:30-8:00 PM


Location:    CTI James Houlares Early Learning Center 


	    126 Phoenix Ave., Lowell


Fee:	    Free


To Register:   Call Gail at 978-654-5080 ext. 24











Individual Development Account I.D.A.





The Individual Development Account (IDA) program is also available to anyone interested in a savings match program. You save $2000.00 for a home and CTI along with the Federal Government matches that 3:1 yielding $8000.00 for down payment assistance.





For those interested in costs for a secondary education or to start your own business, the match is also 3:1. You save $1200 to yield a total of $4800.00. 





Call Chris Santos-Gordon at 978-654-5080 ext. 23 if you are interested in hearing more about savings matches for a home, business start up costs or tuition for secondary education.





FYI– You can even use the IDA match money to help pay tuition for your child who will be entering college in the next two years.














	The Community Network has weathered the storm! What was once the Family Resource Network is now called The Community Network. Due to some pretty heavy cuts to our budget we have combined two of our programs. The Family Foundations Network and Children’s Collaborative CPC have come together in order to be able to still provide services to you. 


	The Community Network will still offer training, enrichment programming, support services and financial education to our clients. We will still work with local playgroup programs and offer support to them. We will continue to collaborate with local agencies and libraries. It is our goal to continue services despite the cuts to our program’s budget. 


Our creativity and expertise in these services has strengthened our degree of resourcefulness! 


	During the months of September and October clients have the ability to register for some very interesting trainings, attend financial education. Some may qualify for our savings match program to purchase a home, go back to school or start a business. Families can enjoy pumpkin picking or a morning of music and movement.  There are so many opportunities and the Community Network is so pleased to able to offer these enriching programs to you. 














You MUST


Register for one workshop in order to attend.





Christina Santos-Gordon


Community Network Director








Family Fun Event


Apple and Pumpkin Picking at Parlee Farm


…rain or shine


Date:	October 1, 2009	Time: 12:30 


Location:  95 Farwell Rd. Tyngsboro, MA





Meet us at the picnic table at 12:30 to get your tickets. The hayride will begin at 1:00 sharp…so don’t be late.


This Family Fun Event includes: a hayride, a bag of apples, a pumpkin  and a bag of food to feed the animals.


You must register for this event. Reservations will only be accepted from September 21st- 25th. Registration is limited: first call- first served. 





If you leave a message when you call be sure to give your name, address, telephone number, number of people in your family who will be going to the farm. 


We will return your call to confirm your reservation.


Again... space is limited.














Financial Literacy Academy


F.L.A.





The Financial Literacy Academy was originally designed for those interested in the Individual Development Account (IDA) program. We have learned over the years that the best tool we can provide is knowledge. Teaching others how to manage finances, how to protect one’s identity and the benefits of paying yourself first have become our main focus.  Many people who have taken financial literacy have commented on how much they learned. The Community Network wants to provide that opportunity to everyone! 





Financial Literacy Academy is free. It is offered one night per week from 6-8. Dinner and childcare are included at no cost. All classes are held at the James Houlares Early Learning Center on 126 Phoenix Avenue in Lowell. The next session will be offered:


Wednesday evenings September 23rd– October 29th





If you have any questions about this program or would like to register, please call Chris Santos-Gordon at 978-654-5080 ext. 23














